TOOLS FOR HISTORIANS:

1. Chronology: the sequential order in which past events occur.
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2. Source: a book, statement, person, etc., supplying information.
3. Primary Source: a document, speech, or other sort of evidence written, created or otherwise produced during the time under study. Examples include: art, buildings, letters, interviews etc.   
4. Secondary Source: Secondary sources provide interpretation and analysis of primary sources. Secondary sources are one step removed from the original event.  Examples include: newspapers, textbooks etc. 
5. Artifacts: a handmade object (ex. a tool), or the remains of one (ex. shard of pottery), which is characteristic of an earlier time or cultural stage. 
6. Fact: a truth known by actual experience or observation; something known to be true. 
7. Opinion: A belief or conclusion held with confidence but not substantiated by positive knowledge or proof. 
8. Bias: to cause partiality or favoritism.
9. Hypothesis: a mere assumption or guess. 
___________________________________________________________
OTHER TERMS TO KNOW…


1. Archaeology: the scientific study of historic or prehistoric peoples and their cultures by analysis of their artifacts, inscriptions, monuments, and other such remains.
2. Oral History: Historical information, usually tape-recorded or videotaped, obtained in interviews with persons having firsthand knowledge.
3. Ethnocentrism: a tendency to view alien groups or cultures from the perspective of one's own or believing in the superiority of one’s own ethnic group.  
