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The Han government disintegrates. China becomes divided into several large competing regional kingdoms.  (Loss of the “Mandate of Heaven”)
Often historians have to wrestle with complex sets of individual events and interrelated factors that together explain the “how” and “why” of major historical events. This can be quite a challenge because it is sometimes only possible to understand what really happened if all of these many interwoven details are taken into consideration. One way to accomplish this is to use a graphic organizer, which is a visual means of displaying not only the events and factors, but also how many details are related to one another. In this activity you will use The Student Handout 2.2 Graphic Organizer to understand why the Han Dynasty collapsed.

Directions: Read carefully the complex graphic organizer that details the disintegration of the Han empire in China. Be careful to follow the arrows since they show how circumstances and events were related to one another.

Discussion Questions

• List what you believe are the four or five main reasons for the collapse of the Han empire.
• Of the reasons you listed, which single reason do you think was the most important?
• Given what you have learned from the graphic organizer, do you believe that the fall of the Han could have been prevented? Why or why not?
• Imagine you were an adviser to the Han emperor. What advice would you have given him?
• Describe what you think took place in the final days of the Han empire.
• Challenge! In a single sentence explain the collapse of the Han empire. (No run-ons!)

Assignment: Use the graphic organizer and the ideas brought out by the discussion questions to help you

compose in your own words a well-organized, multi-paragraph explanation of how and why the

Han empire collapsed.

Challenge!

“For every complex problem there is an answer that is clear, simple, and wrong.”

This is a famous quote by H.L. Mencken. Based on what you learned in this lesson, explain what you think the author of the quote was trying to say.

Three Kingdoms Map - (AD 220-- to 265 - 47 Years) 

After the collapse of the Later Han Dynasty in 220, China split into three kingdoms. These were the Wei in the north, the Wu in the east and south, and the Shu in the Sichuan Basin

