Directions: Read the following description of a center of power in the 1400’s. While you read, fill out your chart with information on the characteristics that you believe would promote, or discourage exploration. When you have completed your chart, choose two specific pieces of evidence from each box that you will share with your group.






Power Center A 
This center of power had a stable form of government for over 1,000 years. Although periods of political instability occurred, the maintenance of this region’s beliefs systems and political ideals helped to foster continuity in government. The government of this nation was accepting of various belief systems and well protected geographically, these factors contributed to its historical continuity. 

As a result of the general stability in this region, this power center developed a large navy with many well-trained sailors. A bustling shipyard was built in a port city and was occupied by shipwrights, carpenters, sail makers, ropers, caulkers and sailors with extensive knowledge of sea routes. The ships constructed and used this power center averaged 440 feet long, 180 feet wide, had four decks and could carry up to 1,000 men one ship. In addition, these ships could carry up to 1,5000 tons of cargo on their journeys. The sailors of these voyages benefited from accurate maps that were accompanied with magnetic compass directions. Other special features on their ships included axial rudders for precise steering, magnetic compasses for navigation, watertight compartments to protect from sinking and multiple sails and masts to improve ship handling and increase speed. 

From 1400- 1433, this country made seven expeditions west in search of treasure. The leader of this power center sponsored these voyages in order to enhance the prestige of the country and remind people of how powerful they were by expanding an existing tribute system. The first such mission involved 317 ships, consisting of 100 supply ships, 62 treasure ships, water tankers horse transports, patrol boats and 28,000 other goods for trade. In exchange, the expedition returned with giraffes, mahogany, pharmacological products, texts on medicine, pledges of loyalty and a wealth of geographic knowledge. Following this expeditions, Africans brought to this region fabulous gifts of ivory, rhino horns for medicinal purposes, zebras and ostriches. The power center accepted these gifts as tribute from lesser states reinforcing their belief that they were the center of world civilization.
Directions: Read the following description of a center of power in the 1400’s. While you read, fill out your chart with information on the characteristics that you believe would promote, or discourage exploration. When you have completed your chart, choose two specific pieces of evidence from each box that you will share with your group.






Power Center B

This center of power was based on an empire built through military conquest and control of trade. Backed by a well-trained army and efficient navy, which included slaves from Africa and Eastern Europe; this Muslim Empire made effective use of gunpowder to conquer territory that bordered the Mediterranean Sea. In addition, the capital of their empire was located in Constantinople, a major crossroads on the overland trade route known as the Silk Road. This center of power developed monopolistic control of the trade in silks, species and other exotic goods that flowed from Asia to Europe. The ability to control the flow of goods over the Silk Road, provided this empire with a reliable source of wealth along the quickest land route between two regions of the world. 
As long as they paid taxes, this power center respected religious diversity and protected the lives of many non-Muslims including Jews, Roman Catholics and Orthodox Christians.  Challenges by other states forced this center of power to remain vigilant in maintain internal stability and borders. 

Directions: Read the following description of a center of power in the 1400’s. While you read, fill out your chart with information on the characteristics that you believe would promote, or discourage exploration. When you have completed your chart, choose two specific pieces of evidence from each box that you will share with your group.






Power Center C

Religious and political division marked much of the history of this region. Divided into numerous autonomous states, constant warfare plagued the region. Despite these conditions, this region increased its trade contacts and emphasized scientific and technological inquiry. 

One autonomous state in the region spent much of the last 300 years fighting an internal religious war. Many efforts were made to unify this country under one faith as a result this county created a class of warriors and faithfully devoted to spreading their beliefs. In addition, the stabilization of government allowed the nation to focus on its goal of religious homogeneity, achieved if necessary by military means. One related effect of this prolonged struggle was the loss of traditional land routes that provided many of the goods desired for trade. Eventually these land routes came under the control of a rival religious group and caused a dramatic increase in prices. Many of the people that lived in this power center wanted the products that were only available from overland trade and wanted to find new routes to access these goods. 

The ships found in the navies of these countries averaged 115 feet long, 60 feet wide, carried crews of 40 and could carry up to 400 tons per voyage. Ship captains benefited from many technological developments that had originated in other parts of the world. The deep-sea rudder for steering, multiple sails for steer into the wind, and the compass, astrolabe and the sextant for navigation were adapted and improved by seamen of this region. Many of the mariners of the region were reluctant to use the compass, considering it a device of the devil. Sailors and ships from this region slowly explored down the coastline as they attempted to travel east in search of the goods they desired. One challenge presented to the sailors was their fear of the “Ocean Sea” to the west. This sea was considered to be endless and held the promise of death for everyone that traveled it. Many religious leaders argued that it was not part of God’s plan for mankind to travel into the “Ocean Sea”. 
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Power Center D

The power center’s location enabled it to control the trade on the Indian Ocean. Situated between Africa, Europe and Asia, prevailing trade winds aided the rapid transportation of goods between these regions. Spices, silk, slaves, perfumes, porcelain, medicinal drugs, cotton, gems, dyes, sugar, ivory, pottery, glass beads, cloth and gold were traded in the region. Boosted by the decline in overland trade, entrepreneurs servicing as middlemen, benefited by controlling prices and supplies in this interregional trading network.

Benefiting from ships outfitted with triangular sails, compasses and astrolabes, the sailors in this region were highly skilled in seamanship with training and knowledge of geography and cartography. Predominately Muslims, though many were Jewish, the religious beliefs of the sailors acted to connect east Africa, Northern India, Sumatra and the islands of the South Pacific. In addition, these Muslim traders connected by their common heritage and beliefs became a conduit through which many of the ideas and products from Asian and European cultures were exchanged.

The center for this trading empire was the region of India. Though predominately Hindu, the region came under the control of the Muslim Mughals, who encouraged a cultural renaissance in India; resulting in a period of stability and a promotion of the diverse religious beliefs of the region. Trade flourished during this time. 

