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SSI H

Empire Builders and their Legacies
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Phoenicia (1200-500 BCE)
DO NOW: The relief picture below captures Phoenicians aboard their ships. Analyze the relief picture below and answer the following questions.
[image: image5.jpg]



1) What are the Phoenicians transporting in the picture?

2) What does this relief reveal about the Phoenicians?

Big Picture: What makes an empire different than a complex civilization?
PART I: Setting the Stage
SECTION A: Trading Spaces
1200 BCE: The land of Phoenicia, also called Canaan, was located on the small strip of land between the Lebanon Mountains and the Mediterranean Sea. The small amount of land was heavily wooded and unfit to develop a large agricultural society; instead, the Phoenician economy centered on trade. The independent city states of Phoenicia obtained considerable wealth through trade. They were in a good location along the coast and on trade routes.  They were also blessed with raw materials (cedar, pine, metals, papyrus) and were excellent craftsmen, fashioning textiles, carved ivory, and glass. They traded mainly with the Greeks, trading wood, salves, glass and powdered Tyrian purple. Tyrian Purple was a violet-purple dye used by the Greek elite to color garments. In fact, the word Phoenician derives from the Ancient Greek word phoinios meaning "purple".
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1) What were the disadvantages of Phoenicia’s location and environment? 

2) What were the advantages of Phoenicia’s location and environment? 

3) How do you think the geography led to the eventual spread of their empire?
Section B: Come Sail Away
After 900 BCE the Phoenicians colonized the copper rich island of Cyprus, which was another major port of trade. The Phoenicians continued to expand westward by way of the Mediterranean Sea. By 700 BCE, the Phoenicians had formed settlements along the North African coast, the southern coast of Spain, and the island of Sardinia. These commercial port settlements imitated the earlier city states at Tyre and Sidon. These port cities allowed the Phoenicians to control maritime (water) trade. They enforced trading restrictions and imposed taxes on other merchants. These strategic city locations (shown below) gave the Phoenicians a ‘maritime commercial monopoly’. 
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1) Why did the Phoenicians want to build an empire?

2) What is a ‘maritime commercial monopoly’?

3) How did the Phoenicians build a ‘maritime commercial monopoly?

Section C: Carthage
The Phoenician city of Carthage was created around 800 BCE. By 500 BCE, Carthage had a population of roughly 400,000 people making it one of the largest cities in the world. Carthage became the center of the Phoenician empire. The government of Carthage was largely concerned with preserving the economic interests of the empire. Foreign policy protected sea-lanes, access to raw materials, and trade, especially trade west of Carthage. Carthage chose to rule the empire indirectly. This means the other Phoenician city-states were under the empires umbrella, but were allowed to maintain their cultural and political independence. The other communities would follow Carthage’s trade policies, and in return would enjoy Carthage’s military protection. 
1) What factors (geographic, social, political) contributed to Carthage emerging as the capital of the Phoenician empire?

2)  Why would the Phoenician leaders have chosen indirect rule over their empire?
3) How would many independent city-states affect the culture of the Phoenician empire?

4) How would the empire have been different if the Phoenicians have chosen to rule directly?

PART 2: Advancements and Innovation

Section D: Row, Row, Row Your Boat
The Phoenicians were the most seaworthy civilization of their time. They learned how to travel by sea and capitalized on the lucrative trade routes through the Mediterranean. Their ships were the most technologically advanced, and they constantly refined their designs. The Phoenician fleet featured many warships which were stronger and faster than their enemies. Warships also included a pointed ram in front, used to pierce the hull of enemy ships beneath the water. Innovations allowed for as many as 170 oarsmen (rowers). There were also thousands of merchant ships used to transport the valuable goods and resources that sustained the empire. 
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1) Why would a strong navy be so important to the Phoenicians?

2) What effect do you think the Phoenician navy had on the other civilizations sailing the Mediterranean? 
SECTION E: LASTING CONTRIBUTION
The Phoenician alphabet was used throughout the Phoenician empire. It was a variation of the Semitic alphabet of the Phoenician homeland.  The Phoenician alphabet clearly influenced the alphabet used by the ancient Greeks. The modern Roman alphabet we use today is clearly derivative from the Phoenicians. 
1) Why do think it was important that the Phoenician empire have a universal alphabet?

2) Why do you think the Phoenician alphabet had such a lasting impact?

SECTION F: Big Ideas for the Phoenicians                                          
Political – 

Economic –

Geographic –

Cultural - 

