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QUESTIONS
1) What is Muhammed's view of trade in this document? Cite 3 specific pieces of evidence. 










2) Based on the document, would you think merchants would be favorable to Islam? Why or why not? 
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QUESTIONS
1) What is this Muslim scholar's view of tradesmen (merchants) and trade in general? Cite 3 specific pieces of evidence. 








2) How does the last line ("This is why...other people's good.") seemingly contradict this Muslim scholar's view of trade and merchants?  
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Document 2

Source: Muslim Qur’an, about 620-650 C.E.

0 ye believers! devour not cach other’s property among yourselves unlawfully save that be
trading by mutual consent.

‘Woe to the cheaters! who, when they take measure of their dues from men, take it fully; and
when they measure out to others or weigh out for them, they give less than is duc.

And give full measure when you measure out and weigh with true balance. This is fair and
better in the end.

If the two parties speak the truth and make it manifest, their transaction shall be blessed, and
if they conceal and tell a lie, the blessing of their transaction shall be obliterated.

On the day of judgment, the honest, truthful Muslim merchant will take rank with the martyrs
of the faith.
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Source: Ibn Khaldun, leading Muslim scholar, Universal History (Kitab al-ibar), fourteenth
century.

Commerce is the increasing of capital by buying goods and attempting to sell them at a price
higher than their cost. This is done either by waiting for a rise in the market price; or by
transporting the goods to another place where they are more keenly demanded and therefore
fetch a higher price; or, lastly, by selling them on a long-term credit basis. Commercial profit
is small, relatively to the capital invested, but if the capital is large, even a low rate of profit
will produce a large total gain.

In order to achieve this increase in capital, it is necessary to have enough initial capital to pay
in cash the sellers from whom one buys goods; it is also necessary to sell for cash, as honesty
is not widespread among people. This dishonesty leads on the one hand to fraud and the
adulteration of goods, and on the other to delays on payment which diminish profits because
capital remains idle during the interval. It also induces buyers to repudiate their debts, a
practice which is very injurious to the merchant’s capital.

‘The manners of tradesmen are inferior to those of rulers, and far removed from manliness
and uprightness. We have already stated that traders must buy and sell and seek profits. This
necessitates flattery, and evasiveness, litigation and disputation, all of which are characteristic
of this profession. And these qualities lead to a decrease and weakening in virtue and man-
liness. For these acts inevitably affect the soul.

As for Trade, although it be a natural means of livelihood, yet most of the methods it employs
are tricks aimed at making a profit by securing the difference between the buying and selling
prices, and by appropriating the surplus. This is why [religious] Law allows the use of such
methods, which, although they come under the heading of gambling, yet do not constitute the
taking without return of other people’s goods.
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