







Caste System:  rigid social groups to which you are

 born and can 
born and cannot change.  



Aryans




Brahmins (Priests)



Kshatriyas (warriors)



Vaishyas -herders, farmers, merchants



Sudras – Servants, 





Non-Aryans











 

 born and can 
 












 


 







Day 1:  India and Hinduism

Aim: How does Hinduism shape Indian society?  


Objectives:

Basic beliefs- caste, karma, dharma, reincarnation

Affect of caste on one’s life- 

Motivation:  read about marriage arrangements from NY Times article

Procedure:

1. motivation

2. Students complete notes as a pop quiz using HW

3. Review notes

4. show diagram of man being broken into the caste system on overhead. 

5. Show diagram of karma determining next life

6. read karmic Wheel of fortune- 2 scenarios

Discussion ?

1. Is the caste system limiting or provide needed guidance and organization? 

2. is this much different from classes based on wealth? 

Day 2: Evolution of Hinduism

Belief systems/ religions shape cultural norms and customs.  They also try to answer questions neither man nor science can answer.   These questions include:

How were the earth, humans and everything else on earth created?

What happens after death?

What is the proper way for humans behave?

What should govern human interaction? 

One or many Gods???


One powerful spiritual force called Brahman and many Gods to give form to Brahman


3 most important Gods:











Brahma	Vishnu	Shiva


Creator	Preserver    Destroyer





POLYTHEISTIC


Belief in many Gods





Beliefs


Reincarnation:  rebirth of the soul into another bodily form





Moksha: perfect understanding, peaceful state





Dharma: duties and responsibilities in life- depends on your caste





Karma: life force( determines the next life for your soul.  





Hinduism as a way of life…





Caste system and your dharma determine your job, who you marry, your friends, your next life.  





Hinduism





History and Holy Book of Hinduism





Develops over 3000 years( cultural diffusion between Aryan invaders and people of Indus River Valley





NO one founder





Holy Book( Vedas = 1st an oral tradition, later written in Sanskrit





Untouchables: street cleaners and gravediggers, not even good enough to be apart of the caste system.   





One or many Gods???


One powerful spiritual force called Brahman and many Gods to give form to Brahman


3 most important Gods:




















Beliefs


Reincarnation:  rebirth of the soul into another bodily form





Moksha: perfect understanding, peaceful state





Dharma: duties and responsibilities in life- depends on your caste





Karma: life force( determines the next life for your soul.  





Hinduism as a way of life…














History and Holy Book of Hinduism





Develops over 3000 years( cultural diffusion between Aryan invaders and people of Indus River Valley





NO one founder





Holy Book( ___________


1st an oral tradition, later written in Sanskrit





What is the purpose of the caste system? 














What are Jati?














Why do Jati/ Castes develop in India?  

















How does it shape a Hindu’s life?





What is the role of Hindu Gods? 








Beliefs





_______________:  rebirth of the soul into another bodily form





____________: “liberation” – release from the cycle of reincarnation and union with the Divine Force, “Brahman” 





________: duties and responsibilities in life- depends on your caste





______________: life force( determines the next life for your soul.





_____________: The soul, “Breath” that never dies.  











History and Holy Book of Hinduism


Develops over 3000 years( cultural diffusion between Aryan invaders and people of Indus River Valley


Founder?______________


Holy Books( 








