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Han officials pay the Xiongnu “The tradition ofdividing land

As farms become smaller they

“The rapid growth of

confederation of nomadic ribes to ‘qually among al sons graduslly o forms b

ot attack Chinese lands or reduces the average size of farms. o becommeleas profiable. ot st

Inrfre withrade ong hesik o iy sodsath
‘Many poor farmers give over their small ol

2

In S1 CE, the Xiongnu confederacy
splts into two uctlons, The
Southern fction nearest the

Chinese border takes the payment
ntended for the entire
confederation.

¥

In rtalation, the northern Xiongnu
faction attacks both the southern
faction and the Han.

More and more farmers find
themselves unable (0 pay thle
tanes.

farms to wealthy landow ners and become
the andowner's vassals

‘Without trecs to hlp sborb
Fainfll and hold the loose soilin
place, foodng and erosion result
(In the irst 200 years CE: there
‘were two major floods. n the next
200 yeurs there were forty)

‘Wealthy landowners get ichcr
because poor farmers are geting
poorer. The gap between rich and

Wealihy landowners and their
Vassals do not have o pay taxes.

In 153 CE: the now silt-choked
Huang He (Yellow River)

floods and changes course,
Other tribesearler controlied by sending hundreds of
the Xiongau are also no longer thousands of people ecing
being paid ther shareof the for hei lives.

Chinese payment.
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‘The Han government

disintegrates. China e n he

Facig muliple raiders he becomes divided into
Chines mustithr pay al o several large competing.
them o refrain rom tackin,or vegional kingdoms. “Theichtrade o the Stk

pay some nomadic groups 0 atack
theothers.

Roads begias 0 bring
previously unknown
contagious discasesinto China
around 161 CE. (Between 200
‘and 600 CE, the population of
China el rom around 60
million to about 45 milion.)

(Loss of the “Mandate

Palacelntrigues (plos) invaving
the various court facions
paralee the overnment o
preven it rom dealing with the
many problams faced by the
copirs.

1 the Xiongau and others don't
 they attack.

In the late second century CE,
the Han imperial court becomes
seriously divided into competing
factions, all rying to gin power
Han generals are becoming more over the government. The Fan
independent and harder fo the cmperors are unabl to control
government to control. these factions.

In 153 CE  swarm of
ocusts strips felds of
lcaves and fruit









