“The first Rome collapsed owing to its heresies.  The second Rome fell victim to the Turks, but a new and third Rome has sprung up in the north, illuminating the whole universe like a sun.”

READ THE FOLLOWING EXCERPT AND FILL OUT THE CHART BELOW: 

Byzantine Influences: 


Trade had already brought Kiev into the Byzantine sphere of influence.  Constantinople later sent Christian missionaries to convert the Slavs.  About 863, two Greek monks, Cyril and Methodius, adapted the Greek alphabet so they could translate the Bible into Slavic languages.  This Cyrillic alphabet became the written script used in Russia and Ukraine --- even today.   


In 957, Olga, the reigning princess of Kiev, converted to Byzantine Christianity.  But it was not until the reign of her grandson Vladimir that the new religion spread widely.  After his conversion, Vladimir married the sister of a Byzantine emperor.  Soon Greek priests arrived in Kiev to preside over the mass baptisms organized by the prince.  


Russia converts to Christianity: An eyewitness account

In 987, the representatives of Prince Vladimir of Kiev arrived in Constantinople to examine the Greek faith.  The emperor accompanied the Russians to the Church of St. Sophia, where he explained to them the glory of the God of the Greeks.  The Russians were astonished, and in their wonder, praised the Greek ceremonies.  After a year had passed, in 988, Vladimir marched out of Kiev and captured Kherson, a Byzantine city.  He then sent messengers to Constantinople, saying, “Behold, I have taken your glorious city.   I have also heard that you have an unwed sister.  Unless you give her to me to marry, I shall deal with your own city as I have with Kherson.”  When the emperor heard this message he was troubled, and replied, “It is not proper for Christians to be given in marriage to pagan idol worshipers.  If you are baptized, you shall have her to wife.”  After his baptism at the Church of St. Basil in Kherson, Vladimir took the princess in marriage.  Thereafter, Vladimir proclaimed that any Russian, rich or poor, who was not baptized would risk his displeasure.  


With Byzantine Christianity came many changes.  The Russians acquired a written language, and a class of educated Russian priests emerged.  Russians adapted Byzantine religious art, music, and architecture.  Byzantine domes capped with colorful, carved “helmets” became the onion domes of Russian churches.  


Byzantine Christianity set the patterns for close ties between Church and state.  Russian rulers, like the Byzantine emperor, eventually controlled the Church, making it dependent on them for support.  The Russian Orthodox Church would long remain a pillar of state power.  


Kiev declined in the 110s as rival families battled for the throne.  Also, Russian trading cities were hurt because Byzantine prosperity faded.  As Russian princes continued to squabble among themselves, Mongol invaders from central Asia struck the final blow.  

Impact on Russia and Eastern Europe:
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